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The United Nations Specialized Agency for Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICTs)

An organization based on public-private partnership with 
a membership of 193 countries, 700+ companies and 100+ academic 
institutions.

Over 100 Academia members from all over the world

ITU is the oldest UN Agency. Last year it celebrated its 150th

anniversary!

About ITU
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Industry:
 Tata Communications (ITU-D)

 Bharti Airtel (ITU-R/T/D)

 BSNL (ITU-R/T/D)

 Cellular Operators Association of 
India (ITU-D)

 Vihaan Networks Ltd (ITU-T/D)

 Sterlite Optical Technologies (ITU-
T)

 Centre for the Internet Society, 
Bangalore

Indian Members – Gov, Industry, ROs

Regional Organizations:

 Global ICT Standardization 
Forum for India 

 ITU-APT Foundation of India

Government:

 Ministry of Coms & IT/DoT

 Telecom Regulatory Agency 
(TRAI)

 Telecoms Disputes Settlement 
& Appellate Tribunal 
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 Amity Institute of Telecom Engineering and Management, 
Amity University

 HMR Institute of Technology Management, New Dehli

 Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay

 PES Institute of Technology, Bangalore

 Telecom Centres of Excellence, C-DoT Campus, New Delhi

Indian Academia Members
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403 Questions managed by 3 Sectors

Radiocommunication:

Manages the radio-
frequency spectrum 
and satellite orbits, 
ensures interference 
free operations of 
radiocommunication
systems

Standardization:

Produces standards 
and defines tariff 
principles for 
international 
telecommunication 
services

Standardization:

Produces standards 
and defines tariff 
principles for 
international 
telecommunication 
services

Development:

Facilitates the 
creation, 
development and 
improvement of 
telecommunication 
and ICT

Development:

Facilitates the 
creation, 
development and 
improvement of 
telecommunication 
and ICT

6 Study Groups dealing 
with 231 Questions 
6 Study Groups dealing 
with 231 Questions 

11 Study Groups dealing 
with 155 Questions
11 Study Groups dealing 
with 155 Questions

2 Study Groups dealing 
with 17 Questions
2 Study Groups dealing 
with 17 Questions
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 Accessibility

 Broadband

 Climate Change

 Cybersecurity

 Digital Divide

 Emergency Telecommunications

 Internet

 Gender equality

 Youth and Academia

Key Areas of Action

http://www.itu.int/en/accessibility
http://www.itu.int/en/broadband
http://www.itu.int/climate
http://www.itu.int/cybersecurity
http://www.itu.int/itu-d/connect
http://www.itu.int/en/action/emergency/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/en/action/internet/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/en/action/women
http://www.itu.int/en/action/youth


7

More than 100 universities and research centers in 40+ countries

Academia Members
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Academia Participation in ITU

“The only source of knowledge is experience”
- Albert Einstein

ά.ǊƻŀŘŜƴƛƴƎ our membership to include universities 
and academic institutions was a very positive step. For 
me, this is a great way of engaging talented young 
researchers and students in the vital work of ITU, and 
we will continue to promote this opportunity very 
actively under my leadershipΦέ

Houlin Zhao
ITU Secretary-General
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 Network with governments, ICT companies and other academia peers 
from all over the world

 Contribute to international standards (include your research/patented 
tech)

 Contribute to development of best practices in policy-regulatory 
environment

 Increase your technical knowledge

 Become an editor or rapporteur of ITU documents

Benefits (1)
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 Share your expertise and access training and specialized 
seminars

 Raise the profile of your institution at the international level

 Engage in global and regional debates

 Launch innovative public-private partnerships

 Get access to world-leading ICT statistics and studies

 Get 15% off for all ITU Publications ( for libraries 80% on 
Subscription Services and CD-ROM/DVD-ROM Publications)

Benefits (2)
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 Study Groups

 ITU Academy

 ITU Kaleidoscope Conference … ITU Journal coming soon…

 Contribution to the ITU research projects

 Contribution to the technical & policy regulatory papers

 International Academia Online Network

 Internships for students

 TELECOM, WSIS and other events

Participation in ITU Activities
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Participation in Study Groups

ÅPolicy and Regulatory Reform
ÅBig Data
ÅSmart/Sustainable Cities
ÅCybersecurity
ÅE-waste
ÅConnected car

ÅSpectrum Management
ÅRural Connectivity 
ÅClimate Change
ÅEconomics of Roaming
ÅDisaster Relief
ÅDigital Financial Inclusion

Each Sector of ITU has a number of Study Groups related to the sectors’ 
specific field.
Academia has the opportunity to contribute their ideas and expertise on 
important topics through 19 Study Groups.

Key themes of Study Groups include:
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ITU Academy

ITU Academy integrates and provides education, training and resources on 
ICTs in cooperation with public and private sector partners

Professors serve as expert presenters in their field!

100 training activities in 32 Centers of Excellence worldwide

 Africa: 6
 Americas: 6
 Arab States: 6

 Asia-Pacific: 6
 CIS: 3
 Europe: 5
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 Girls in ICTs Day. 28 April 2016. Since 2011, International Girls in ICT 
Day has been celebrated in 150 countries around the world with 
more than 5,300 events and participation of over 177,000 girls and 
young women. Find out how to get involved here.

 WSIS Forum 2016: 2-6 May 2016, Geneva, Switzerland. The Forum 
2016 represents the world’s largest annual gathering of the ‘ICT for 
development’ community. 

Upcoming events

http://girlsinict.org/
http://girlsinict.org/how-organize-girls-ict-day
http://girlsinict.org/how-organize-girls-ict-day
http://www.wsis.org/forum
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 Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR), Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, 
from 11 to 14 May 2016
Be Empowered, Be Included! Building Blocks for Smart Societies in a 
Connected World. 

 Global Human Capacity building Symposium, 5-8 September 2016, 
Nairobi, Kenya.

 ITU TELECOM WORLD 2016. 14-17 November, Bangkok, Thailand. 

A unique international platform for government and industry to 
connect with start-ups and digital entrepreneurs in the ICT sector, to 
exhibit and explore partnership solutions, investment opportunities, 
share ideas and best practices

Upcoming events

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/GSR/Pages/GSR2016/default.aspx
http://telecomworld.itu.int/2016-event/
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ITU Kaleidoscope Events

ITU organizes yearly academic conferences to facilitate 
networking and provide a platform for dialogue between experts 
and academia
Next Event: 14-17 November, Bangkok, Thailand
Kaleidoscope Academic Conference and Academia Consultation 
in conjunction with TELECOM World 2016

ÅTotal prize of USD 10,000 for top 3 papers
ÅBest papers published in IEEE Communications Magazine
ÅGlobal recognition for your research and your top students
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 Youth Employment and 
Entrepreneurship Resources 
Database ITU provides 
access for finding digital jobs, 
information on 
entrepreneurship, learning 
technical and soft skills, finding 
a mentor, and many other 
valuable services.

 The Young Innovators 
Competition

Internships 

Activities for students 

http://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/cds/sis/Youth/Resources/index.asp
http://www.itu.int/en/careers/Pages/JPO.aspx
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Join ITU – Apply for Membership

Developing Countries
CHF 1'987

Developed Countries
CHF 

Participate in the work
of all three sectors:
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What Our Members Say

άMany thanks to ITU for the guidance, for acting as a bridge to get the 
members together for a better communication, and for acting as a platform 
for better cooperationέ - Dr. Yang Zhen, Professor and President, Nanjing 
University of Posts and Telecommunications, China

άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ¢ŜŎƘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΧƻǳǊ 
collaboration with ITU also aims at fostering productive relationships with 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L/¢ ŀǊŜƴŀέ 
– Alain Louchez, Director of Center for the Development and Application of Internet of 
Things Technology, Georgia Institute of Technology, USA
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What Our Members Say

άAs a world-class technical research university promoting science-based 
innovation, we are proud to partner with ITU in the areas of information 
technology and telecommunication policy where ITU is the uncontested 
international leader. ITU plays an important role in shaping the ICT sector and 
we are happy to assist this international agency in achieving its mission and 
visionέ - Dr. Matthias Finger, Professor of Management of Network Industries and 
Director of the Institute of Technology & Public Policy, EPFL, Switzerland

άaƻōƛƭŜ phones and telecommunications are leading to major changes 
in industry, society and government and the ITU Academic Membership 
provides Mason faculty another avenue to engage actively and be in the 
forefront of the mobiles revolutionΩΩ - Dr. J.P. Auffret, director of the MS in 
Technology Management Program, George Mason University, USA
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What Our Members Say

άSpectrum Monitoring, mobile radio and cyber health are part of the 
specialized technical areas of Universidad ICESI; these are the areas of 
interaction with the work of the ITU-R which allow us to expand our horizons 
not only from a technical and academic perspectives but also for networking 
and international relations. Along with this process, ICESI has participated in 
ITU Study groups, ITU News and seminars where we believe our contribution as 
an Academia institution is valuable and enrichingέ - Dr. Andres Navarro Cadavid, 
Director grupo de Investigación i2T, Universidad ICESI, Colombia

ά²Ŝ strongly believe that ITU has been playing and will continue to play an 
important role for shaping the whole IT industry and therefore the human's 
life by not only standardization process but also other methods. Tsinghua 
University as the academic member of ITU not only benefits this university 
itself but also can make more contribution for ITU to achieve its goalέ - Dr. Jian 
Song, Director of Tsinghua DTV Technology R&D Center, Tsinghua University, China



Thank You

academia@itu.int or www.itu.int/academia

mailto:academia@itu.int
http://www.itu.int/en/join/Pages/academia.aspx

